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TAGS'. PINS, MOPS, SHUM, AF, UR 

subject: <c> use of chemical agents in Afghanistan 

REFi STfKTE 020775 

1. CO EHTiRE TEXT. 

2. SOVIET AND/OR AFGHAN MILITARY HAVE RECENTLY USED 
WHAT SEVERAL SOURCES TERM POISON GAS AGAINST MUSLIM 
INSURGENTS AND CIVILIAN POPULATION. INCIDENTS REPORTEOLY 
OCCURRED IN BAOAKSHAN, TAKHAR ANO WAROAK PROVINCES, THESE 
ACCOUNTS ARE BY FOR THE MOST OETAILEO WHICH I HAVE 
HEARD OF SOVIETS USE OF CHEMICAL WARFARE, ANO I BELIEVE 
THEM. ACCOUNTS OF SUCH USAGE WERE PROBABLY 8R0A0CAST ON 
RADIO AUSTRALIA ON FEB. 19 OR 20. 

3. THE MOST CREOIBLE REPORTS OF THE USE OF GAS WERE 
COLLECTED IH CHITRAL DISTRICT ON FEB. 16 AND 17 BY 
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CONSIDER HERIOT TO 86 A SQUNO, CAREFUL JOURNAL 1ST? HIS 
SOURCES, IN SEPARATE LOCATIONS, HERE NEHLY-ARRIVED • 
REFUGEES FROM BAOAK* SHAN AND NURISTAN. HERIOT'S 
DESCRIPTION OF HIS INTERVIEHING TECHNIQUE ANO THE 
CONSISTENT PATTEm OF REFUGEE RESPONSES HENT FAR TO- 
HARD CONVINCING ME OF THE STORIES CREDIBILITY. 

k. HERIQT'S ACCOUNTS HAO W COMMON THE FOLLOWING'- 
SOVIET OR AFGHAN AIRCRAFT ChlTNESSES ALL ASSUMED SOMIETS 
HERE FLYING AFGHAN AIRCRAFT) ORQPPED GAS CANISTERS ON 
CONCENTRATIONS OF INSURGENTS OR VILLAGERS IH AREAS HHERE 
FIGHTING HAS OCCURING. CYLINDRICAL CANISTERS HERE 
ABOUT 18 INCHES LONG. ON IMPACT, BLUE OR GRAY GAS 
BILLOWED OUT. GAS CAUSED EYES TO TEAR, COUGHING, LOSS 
OF MOTOR CONTROL, SENSELESSNESS, ANO, IH MANY INSTANCES, 
DEATH. VILLAGERS HERE A8LE TO AVOID EFFECTS BY TAKING 
REFUGE tti BODIES OF HATER. 

5, ONE INCIDENT REPORTEOLY TOOK PLACE IH VILLAGE OARA 



HAROOOG, BETHEEN IEBAK ANO BAHARAK IN BAOAKSHAN ABOUT 
JAN. 29. AFTER MUSLIM FORCES FOUGHT SOVIETS INVADING 
FROM ACROSS OXUS RIVER. ABOUT 80 VILLAGES (50 CHILDREN, 
10 HOMEN ANO 20 MEN) HHOSE NAMES EYEHITNESS COULD LIST, 
REPORTEOLY DIED FROM EFFECTS OF' GAS. SECOND BAOAKASHAN 
INCIOENT OCCUREO AT VILLAGE ORON, SOUTH OF SE8AK ABOUT FEB. 
3. SEVERAL PERSONS REPORTEDLY OIEO FROM GAS HHICH HAS 
USED AFTER SOVIET TANKS GOT 80GGEO DOHN IH HEAVY 
FIGHTING HITH MUSLIMS. EYE HITNESS REFUGEE SOURCE 
ARRIVED IH CHITRAL OAY HE TALKED Tq HERIOT. 
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6. IH NURISTAN, THIRO EYEHITNESS REPORTEO, AIRCRAFT 
DROPPEO GAS CANISTERS ON VILLAGE KAMOESH ABOUT FEB. 
ABOUT 10 PERSONS ARE SAID TO HAVE OIEO AS A RESULT. 

7. MOST CREDIBLE ACCOUNT I HAVE HEARD FIRST-HAND CAME 
FROM THQ HAROAK TRIBAL LEADERS ON FEB. 19. THE THO 
PATHAN CHIEFS RESEMBLEO BIBLICAL PATRIARCHS AS MUCH 

IN THEIR PRIOE, AND GRIM DETERMINATION AS IH THEIR HAHK- 
LIKE PROFILES AND FLOHING BEARDS. ACCORDING TO THEM, 
THEY COULD PERSONALLY ACCOUNT FOR AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED 
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FIFTY GAS CLUSTERS WHICH HAO BEEN OROPPEO IW WAROAK 

province. XNcioewrs occured before Soviets oecemser 

IN V AS TON. 

3. CANISTERS HERE OESCRIBEO M CONE-SHAPEO, ABOUT ONE 
METER LONG, 18 INCHES IN DIAMETER, WI TH TRIGGER RODS 
PROTRUDING FROM TIP AND BASEv MOST FAILEO TO OPERAS 
ON IMPACT. GAS ISSUING FROM THOSE WHICH OIO CAUSED EYES 
AND NOSE TO HATER, LOSS OF MOTOR CONTROL* AND SENSELESSNESS 
FOR 2H HOURS. ON REGAINING CONSCIOUSNESS, VICTIMS HAVE 
HEAOACHES ANO FITS OF NERVES. NONE OIEO FROM GAS 
POISONING, HOWEVER. 

9. ACCORDING TO THE WAROAKS, LAST USE OF GAS MAS AT 
VILLAGE OF HAFDOSIAL, NEAR SULTAN KHEL. ON THE KABUL- 
KANOAHAR ROAD, ABOUT DEC. 1V„ MUSLIM INSURGENTS HAO 
AMBUSHED A CONVOY. GOVERNMENT RESPONSE INCLUOEO 
DROPPING GAS CANNISTERS. TRIBESMEN SAY THEY CAN 
COUNTERACT EFFECTS BY COVERING NOSE AND MOUTH WITH 
WET CLOTH ANO BY HIOING Ifi TRENCHES. 

10-. FROM TAKHAR PROVINCE, I LEARNEO OF GAS ATTACKS 
FROM AN ETHNIC TAJIK CHIEF WHO IS CURRENTLY IN 
PESHAWAR. ON FEB. 10 THE MAN REPORTED THAT GAS HAD 
BEEN DROPPED ON VILLAGE OASTI ARCHI, TAKHAR. ON FEB. 2. 
ACCOROING TO HIM, NO ONE DIED FROM EFFECTS OF GAS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 0<4 PESHAW 00069 2820572 



11. FOR DEPARTMENT: WOULO APPRECIATE RECEIVING REACTION 
TO DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS CANNISTERS ANO ITS EFFECTS. 

12. EMBASSY COMMENT'. SOME OF THIS INFORMATION, FROM 

THE SAME SOURCES, WAS REPORTEO VIA OAO CHANNELS LAST WEEK. 
ARCHARD 
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